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Course Description  
 
 
 
 

Character Illustration Masterclass: Heroes 
 

 

Dates Saturday 9 and Sunday 10 December 2017 

Times 10.30–17.00  

Location Harry M Weinrebe Learning Centre 

Level Beginners and those with some previous experience   

Class size Maximum 16 participants 

 
 

Course Description 

Heroes come in all guises: the reluctant, the unlikely, the anointed and the anti. Having a character 

that engages and inspires is critical to any storyline – and this is particularly important for story 

illustration. Take inspiration from our Harry Potter: A History of Magic exhibition and develop your 

own fantasy-based hero over our creative weekend masterclass. 
 

We’ll introduce you to the key aspects of figurative illustration and character development, including 

facial style, features and expressions. By drawing from live models in our studio, we’ll also consider 

how body language, posture and gesture can help bring your heroic characters to life, and we’ll guide 

you through the process of translating what you observe into your character designs 
 

You’ll learn how to work in ink, brush and pen, and incorporate watercolour and gouache paints to 

brilliant visual effect, ensuring your fantasy heroes are appropriately dramatic and memorable. 
 

This course includes a short visit to the Harry Potter: A History of Magic exhibition. 

 
 

Saturday: Understanding the Elements of Character Illustration  

We’ll set the scene for our weekend by considering the concept of fantasy heroes and how they’ve 

been depicted by a wide range of artists, both within our exhibition and further afield. We’ll then 

begin our practical work. We’ll introduce you to techniques for exploring facial characterisation, 

paying careful attention to features, expression and facial types, and you’ll learn effective methods for 

depicting different ages, gender and personalities. On our first day we’ll also be joined by two life 

models, who’ll help us explore dramatic posture and expressive body language, and you’ll be guided 

on how best to incorporate your figure drawings into your developing character designs. 
 

Sunday: Developing a Character Portrait  

On our second day we’ll continue to form our character illustrations, experimenting with the dynamic 

and dramatic poses and posture explored in the previous day’s figure drawing. You’ll learn the 

fundamental techniques for using dip-pen, brush and ink, and watercolour and gouache paints in 

illustration – and apply these to your own work, so that by the end of the course you will have created 

a dynamic colour illustration of your newly-developed heroic character – fit for any dramatic story. 

We’ll finish our masterclass with an informal group critique, enjoyed with a glass of wine in our studio. 
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Tutor 

This course is led by Sion Ap Tomos. Sion is an illustrator, designer and educator. A graduate of 

Central Saint Martins and the Royal College of Art, he has been teaching drawing and illustration for 

15 years at various institutions including Central Saint Martins, House of Illustration, the National 

Portrait Gallery and the Design Museum.  

 
 

Previous skills, knowledge or experience 

None required. A willingness to experiment with different media and techniques will help you get the 

most from this course. 

 

Equipment and materials  

Please bring an A4 cartridge paper sketch pad (recommended 130gms paper) on which to work each 

week, preferably with detachable pages. All other materials will be provided. 

 

Facilities and refreshments 

On Sunday 10 December, participants should gain entry to the British Library via Gate 5 on Midland 

Road. Please meet at Gate 5 from 10.15 on the day. 
 

Tea, coffee and biscuits will be provided in the morning; participants should make their own 

arrangements for lunch. Wine and soft drinks will be offered during our final hour. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


